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autumn of 1540 was passed in a leisurely progress
through the shires to Grafton, where most of the
honeymoon was spent. The rose crowned was chosen
by Henry as his bride's personal cognisance, and
the most was made of her royal descent and con-
nections by the enamoured King. " The King is
so amorous of her/' wrote Marillac in September,
" that he cannot treat her well enough, and caresses
her more than he did the others/' Even thus early,
however, whispers were heard of the King's fickle-
ness. Once it was said that Anne of Cleves was
pregnant by him, and he would cast aside Katharine
in her favour, and shortly afterwards he refrained
from seeing his new wife for ten days together,
because of something she had done to offend him.
The moral deterioration of Henry's character,
which had progressed in proportion with the growing
conviction of his own infallibility and immunity,
had now reached its lowest depth. He was rapidly
becoming more and more bulky ; and his temper,
never angelic, was now irascible in the extreme.
His health was bad, and increasing age had made
him more than ever impatient of contradiction
or restraint, and no consideration but that of his
own interest and safety influenced him. The policy
which he adopted under the guidance of Gardiner
and Norfolk was one of rigorous enforcement of the
comparing strangely -with the meagre list of Katharine of Aragon's
treasures. One curious item in Katharine's list is " a book of gold
enamelled, wherein is a clock, upon every side of which book is three
diamonds, a little man standing upon one of them, four turquoises and
three rubies with a little chain of gold enamelled blue hanging to it."
This book, together with " a purse of gold enamelled red containing eight
diamonds set in goldsmith's work," was taken by the King himself when
poor Katharine fell, and another splendid jewelled pomander containing
a clock was taken by him for Princess Mary.